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Doctoral student Leon Zganec-Braj$a, mag iur. has prepared and submitted his doctoral thesis entitled Sea Level Rise: Small Island
States and Human Rights/ Podizanje razine mora: male ototne drzave i ljudska prava in accordance with the approval of the Council
of the Faculty of Law and the Senate of the University of Zagreb. The doctoral dissertation of doctoral student Leon Zganec-Brajsa,
mag. iur. is written in English and comprises a total of 402 pages, of which 340 pages are the text of the dissertation and 61 pages are
bibliography. The work is divided into an Introduction, four extensive chapters, and a conclusion. The text of the dissertation is preceded
by extended summaries in English and Croatian. From the analysis of the manuscript in the Turnitin program, it is determined that the
doctoral thesis of Leon Zganec-Braj$a shows 15% similarity with literature and other sources, all of which are consistently cited
according to valid academic standards. This confirms the authenticity and originality of this work. In his dissertation, the doctoral
candidate addresses a current and complex topic in international law, in which he connects the phenomenon of climate change, its
consequences in the form of rising sea levels, which according to classical international law calls into question the statehood, of small
island states due to the fact of their low altitude, and addresses the related issue of the fate of their population, their human rights,
including the issue of their right to self-determination and the preservation of national identity. After a detailed analysis of the
aforementioned problems, which opened perspectives that go beyond legal concepts, the doctoral student elaborates three solutions
that are proposed in the latest developments in international law: the recognition of the statehood of deterritorialized small island states,
the applicability of international legal protection of stateless persons to population of small island states if the continuity of their
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statehood is not accepted by the international community, i.e. in international law, and the position of climate deterritorialized peoples
as new categories of climate migrants in the potential country of their acceptance by analyzing the possibility of analogous application
of existing solutions of intemational refugee or international migration law (e.g. prohibition of refoulement or even prohibition of
collective expulsion, provision of so-called international protection in third countries).

The doctoral student successfully conceived his research and logically structured his doctoral work. In his research, he applied
adequate scientific methods and answered the initial research questions, achieving the goals and expected results of his research.
Based on a systematic and comprehensive theoretical basis that stems primarily from an international legal, but also a broader social
perspective, he analysed the issue, and then, based on the analysis, interpretation and criticism of existing rules of international law,
proposed de lege ferenda solutions for some of the most current existing issues and problems that arise in practice in this regard.
Therefore, this comprehensive scientific monograph represents an original scientific contribution and a valuable addition to Croatian

international legal science.

The doctoral dissertation of the doctoral candidate Leon Zganec-Braj$a, mag.iur., provides an original scientific contribution to the
contemporary development of international law, especially in terms of the possible new development of the concept of subjectivity,
statehood, and the protection of human rights, both through progressive interpretations of existing international legal institutes, and
through the possibility of the emergence of new subjects of intemational law, such as climatically deterritorialized peoples or the

development of new collective human rights.

The Committee is of the opinion that the doctoral thesis of Leon Zganec-Braj$a, mag.iur. is an exceptionally successful scientific work,
of original significance in the world literature on this topic, which enables the doctoral candidate to obtain the academic degree of

Doctor of Science.
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