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Little attention has been paid to the dynamics between procedural and substantial 

prescriptions in international environmental law, whereas this branch of law has been marked by the 

continuous development of procedural prescriptions. What are they, and what are the reasons and the 

signification of this evolution? In particular, preliminary environmental impact assessments have 

become a quasi-universal requirement. How were these procedural prescriptions conceived, how are 

they understood and implemented? Is this the best manner in which to achieve environmental 

protection and sustainable development? Some major judicial decisions have revealed some 

detrimental ambiguity in this regard. How can individuals and civic groups participate in the public 

decision-making processes that affect their lives? On the theoretical plane, the role of procedure in 

secreting substantive law has been fundamental with respect to the idiosyncratic legal system of public 

international law, in a world of heterogenous political regimes. This talk will explore these diverse 

crucial issues in our contemporary international legal system. 
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